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Mom, why don’t you just fly away?
El globo (The balloon)
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The masterful combination of a few letters and some drawings sketched in an unecumbered fashion give as a result this magnificent store, full of humour, about the nasty behaviour of certain moms and what their children would like to do with them. In El globo, Camila, the main character, sees one wish fulfilled: her mom turns into a balloon. Well, every girl wants to keep their moms, but in the case of Camila it is different, her mom would yell too much and then suddenly became a beautiful red and bright balloon. So quiet. She could then go for walks in the park with it, and do all the things that seemed simply impossible to do with her mom. Once again, the writer places herself on the side of the reader, becomes his accomplice and gains his attention.
Even though the book comes in a small format, in comparison to the other titles in the collection “Los Especiales de A la Orilla del Viento”, here its design enables a pleasant reading and additionally works as a very handy volume for any type of reader.
Both the written text and the illustrations look like what a child might do in his drawing notebook, and this allows the reader’s identification with the book. The text is grammatically simple but straightforward and characterized by very strong ideas, it does not make any concessions, just like nor would any determined girl do. The apparently simple illustrations are daring and full of movement. With just a few colours and graphic elements, the authoress achieves to create an atmosphere and keep the balance all through the story.
Once again, we are facing a book that makes it hard to say whom is it better to be shared with: is if for children? Or rather for certain adults?
Isol, the writer and illustrator, is Argentinean, and out of the irony with which she tells this and other stories, we may infer she must have grown up reading Mafalda. She has won several prizes as a poet, illustrator and comic artist. She works for newspapers and magazines and as an authoress and illustrator of books for young audiences. Some of her titles include: Cosas que pasan (And stuff), Intercambio cultural (Cultural Exchange), Regalo sorpresa (Surprise Gift) and Vida de perros (A dog’s life).
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